
SAFE KIDS

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE BIKE HELMET LAW?
Beginning February 26, 1995, bicycle helmets were made mandatory for any child under age 12. Helmets were

also required for children who are riding in a bicycle restraining seat or in a trailer being towed by a bicycle.

WILL THE LAW REALLY MAKE MY CHILD MORE SAFE?
According to the National SAFE KIDS campaign, bike helmets reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent and the

risk of brain injury by almost 90 percent. The group's research also shows that every dollar spent on bicycle helmets
saves three dollars in medical costs.

HOW DO I GET AN APPROVED BIKE HELMET?
You should be able to buy a helmet for less than $20 at a toy store, bike shop, department store or sporting

goods store. Please make sure the helmet has a sticker certifying that it meets ANSI or Snell standards.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF A CHILD UNDER AGE 12
DOES NOT WEAR A HELMET WHILE RIDING A BICYCLE?

The bike helmet law is intended to encourage children to wear helmets. People cited for violating the law will
have their citation dismissed if they buy a helmet. The maximum fine for people who don't buy a helmet or obtain
one through a loaner program is $25.

IS PENNSYLVANIA THE ONLY STATE TO HAVE THIS LAW?
No. Many states including New Jersey, California, Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Oregon and

Tennessee have similar bicycle helmet laws.
In New Jersey, bike injuries dropped by 65 percent within a year after a similar law was passed. Fatalities

dropped 60 percent. According to an Associated Press report, New Jersey's law targeted children 14 and under and
saw helmet use among this group jump from 3 percent to 42 percent in one year.
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